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Since becoming Editor of the CSJ, I have tried to keep up with all new cryptanthus species and to make them known to our readers in a timely manner. In 2003 I came into possession of a Cryptanthus species from the Selby collection, which I had never heard of. The plant has leaves, which resemble Cryptanthus bromelioides, but propagates by both basal stolons as well as subterranean rhizomes as does Cryptanthus burle-marxii..

After inquiries and a search for its scientific description was unsuccessful, I had nothing to print concerning this species. Recent inquiries and a message from Elton Leme of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, clears up some of the confusion surrounding this plant. Elton Leme wrote -

"Concerning Cryptanthus "eulemae", it is not a validly published name. So, you might avoid using it without the valid publication, because you may create a nomen nudum, which means a illegitimate name. I am not sure if this species will be ever published, just because its identity is not at all determined. Anyway, I will keep you informed about any progress."

It appears that Cryptanthus eulaema (SEL# 2002-086A) was prematurely named. There has been no description published for this species, which originates from Brazil Edo. Pernambuco.

Without the proper documentation such as collection data, this Cryptanthus species will go undescribed and unnamed. Until this plant is recollected from its natural habitat with appropriate statistics, anyone who has possession of this plant needs to refrain from distributing it using this illegitimate name. The best option is to keep the Selby number (SEL#) on the tag and it will be listed along with the other "Numbered Cryptanthus".

Another mystery still remains. Presumably a lot of thought went into giving this plant it's unique albeit incorrect name. Eulaema is the name of a genus of orchid bees. The majority of these brightly colored insects demonstrate unusually long proboscises and tongues. Since this genus is found only in the Western Hemisphere in tropical and subtropical regions with several species native to the Atlantic Rainforest of Brazil where Cryptanthus are indigenous, we can speculate that whoever first collected the plant wished to note, by

giving it this name, some association of the cryptanthus with these unusual Orchid bees.

Hopefully this article will jar somebody's memory and the true story of the collection of SEL# 2002-086 will come to light and allow a proper description and name to this cryptanthus.

Notes by D Butcher September 2011.

Six years on I felt that something should be done about this ‘Eulaema’ and contacted Elton Leme. Yes, he knew all about this plant and that it is recorded in his Book “Fragments of the Atlantic Forest in Northeast Brazil 2007 pages 282-285. Here he treats this plant as being a Cryptanthus alagoanus. However, he does point out differences which could well have horticultural significances and I suggest that the name ‘Eulaema’ be registered as a Cultivar.  
